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person with no musical training, or perhaps talent, I am always amazed by those who can play
musical instruments with ease.

Today was a day for music appreciation. Junior high students performed for their peers in the
sixth period on many different instruments. As the brass band does not encompass several
types of instruments, today other students got a chance to be heard.

F“

— -
There were so many that I cannot remember all their names, but they all performed
wonderfully! It was a pleasure to see.
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February is usually a month that starts off bitterly cold, but gets gradually better. Unfortunately,
the bug that causes influenza doesn’t see it that way. As of yesterday, #12 students are off
school for three days. They are the third grade this month to be sent home. We hope that all
the boys in the other grades stay t&i!!

Things are getting busy for the 13 boys. The Student Council Election will take place next
Monday. Many of the 60K boys are running. We wish them well. Then, in March, they all go to
Nagasaki for their school trip. Yesterday, the class groups worked on a sightseeing schedule for
the free time there. I have only been to Nagasaki once, so I'm not very familiar with it.
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However, I hope the boys will enjoy their stay. It seems that there are quite a few things to
see.

The Gakuin Cup group stage will be rounding up today. Mostly /52 & 1 teams have advanced to
the next stage, but H11B is guaranteed a spot in the knockout phase thanks to their gritty
performances. Good luck to all teams for the rest of the tourney.
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A lot has happened this week. First, a lunar eclipse took place. The event was also a blue moon,
meaning the second full moon in the same month. The effect of the sun made the moon appear
red. I tried to look up at heavens to see the event, but, alas, all I saw were clouds.

The Gakuin Cup continued with games on every day except Tuesday (there are many lunchtime
student meetings on Tuesdays). The group round will finish on the 15”‘, and the finals are

scheduled for March 1%.
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The #12, 13 and &1 boys have all had (or will have by the end of the week) English speaking
tests. They use tablets and earphones to respond to questions, read passages and give their
opinions on topics. It was an interesting experience for the boys.
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