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Long Awaited Morning Assembly
20204F06829H

Today we had our first morning school assembly since resuming classes. The students gathered
together in the front yard.

Teachers reminded students that they need to keep an appropriate social distance between
them so students changed their positions to ensure they weren’t too close to their friends.

Then the principal gave his assembly speech. Today he focused on the challenges of living in the
world at the moment. Even though Hiroshima hasn’t had any confirmed new cases, there is still
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a high risk of facing a second wave similar to the capital region. In winter, it was easy for us to
wear masks to prevent others from getting sick, but now as the weather gets hotter we are
facing a new threat. Heat stroke is a real risk and we need to be careful about it, too. That's
why we need to ensure we wash our hands and maintain a safe distance when we can. And we
need to drink enough water to stop overheating. We can’t easily say whether COVID-19 or heat
stroke is @ more serious problem, but we need to be cautious about both and try to stay healthy
so we can continue to learn and grow at Hiroshima Gakuin this difficult year.

S.A.B., 2020%6H , B
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Other boys still have too much energy to remain inside. I never go outside in the rain unless I
have to, but others cannot contain their enthusiasm
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Club Introductions
2020406H22H

This week saw a return to 8:30 starts at Hiroshima Gakuin. Students leave school at 5:30, half
an hour than normal, but otherwise we have a fairly "as usual" schedule.

That's why today the 65K boys had club introductions in today's long homeroom. At Gakuin, all
junior high boys are required to join a sports club to ensure they have a balanced life of study
and physical activity. They join after their first term finals finish before summer holidays and
around this time in June every year they visit the various clubs and watch the older students
participate in club activities.

Today in the club introductions the older students came and presented about their clubs.

The tennis and volleyball club students showed their ball handling skills.

The kendo club members demonstrated various strikes with their bamboo swords.
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The Judo club, taking precautions against being in close proximity, showed their Judo throws at
long distance.

The water polo club members showed an example of the big muscles and strong body you can
develop in their club.
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And the brass band explained how they are an option for students less interested in hard
physical activity. At Hiroshima Gakuin the brass band counts as a sports club rather than a
culture club.

I wonder which clubs will be most popular this year? I hope the 65K boys will be able to

make good choices and enjoy spending time with students from other grades and developing
their own skills.

S.A.B., 2020%6H , HE
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More Rain
20204068 18H
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The rainy season continues. This forces the students to make a choice: get wet or stay
dry. Either choice has ups and downs. As long as the boys stay healthy, I want them to make
their own choice.

In order to counter the virus, every class must be disinfected at the end of the day. This process
requires special equipment and takes time. However, we want our boys to be ‘genki’ every day.
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Become a Servant
20204%06815H

Today was Monday and usually on Monday morning we have a school assembly and the
principal gives the students an uplifting speech in the front yard before classes start.

He often speaks about the monthly message of the school, which Mr. N makes an attractive
design for and puts around the school. This month's message comes from Matthew 20 and is
about serving others. Gakuin's motto is "Men for Others, with Others" and this month's message
ties into that.

Jesus is speaking to his disciples and explaining that the greatest of his disciples is the one who
serves other people. I think we understand this idea naturally. When we see someone working
for other people and not working for themselves we think they are a great person.
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However, unfortunately, COVID-19 is still a problem and the bus companies aren't running on
their usual schedules so today the front yard was empty this morning. We couldn't hear our
principal's wise words. But in this difficult time students can not only hear the message to serve
others, but we hope they can live it.

The weather is getting hotter and from today students are allowed to use buses to come to
school in limited circumstances, but because of the bus companies running less services they
have to come on a staggered schedule. We hope riding the bus can help students stay healthier
in this hot season and not get heat stroke.
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Slowly life is returning to normal, but we still have a long way to go. I hope we can keep this
month's message alive in our hearts as we go about our daily lives as well as we can.

"...If one of you wants to become great, then he must serve the rest of you like a servant.”
Matthew 20:26 (International Children's Bible)
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A gloomy start to the rainy season. It makes everything wet and sticky. Not very good weather
for wearing masks.
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Students walked up to school as usual with their umbrellas, but not dampened spirits. )
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Day by Day
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This week we took another step towards normal school life. We have slightly longer school days
and clubs will restart this week. Of course we still need to take many steps to stay safe and
healthy. Day by day things are improving.
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Another sign of "normal school life" is the practice standardised tests that the =2 and &3 boys
took today. We didn't have Finals in semester three or Midterms this semester, so I wonder if
they are out of practice.
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Back to normal (ish)
20204068010

Today, after about three months of interruption by COVID-19 we resumed classes. We have a
shorter schedule and special hand washing stations. In Japan, we are past the peak, but we
need to be careful to avoid a second wave.
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Students had their lessons as usual and the front yard was even busier than usual. Many
students wanted to move their bodies after isolating at home for so long.

The new 65K boys had their first PE lesson at the Upper Ground today, too. Their white shoes
and hats are still so clean! I doubt that will last long, though.

R i

Everyone see appy to e ack to " fairi normal life. Let's hope things continue to improve
in Japan and we don't face any more interruptions to our school life.
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